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Seattle Composite Squadron
PCR-WA-018New Member Introduction

Welcome to Civil Air Patrol

Thank you for volunteering to serve your community by joining 
Civil Air Patrol and Seattle Composite Squadron

This document is intended to help new senior members 
get started in CAP.  This information:

• summarizes the three core programs of CAP, 
• walks through the application process, 
• lists initial required training, 
• provides basic background information for new 

members and
• lays out training paths for various Emergency 

Services positions

For paths related to Aerospace Education and Cadet 
Programs, please speak to a squadron member.

This document does not stand alone and should be 
reviewed with you during your initial visits to Seattle 
Composite Squadron while considering membership.

Throughout this document, click these icons 
for links to more information online

Civil Air Patrol’s roots trace back to homeland coastal 
defense during World War II.  Since then, CAP has 
become a non-profit corporation chartered by Congress 
to perform missions on behalf of the United States and 
acts as the volunteer civilian auxiliary of the US Air Force 
when engaged by the federal government.

If you are not yet a member and still considering whether 
to join CAP, please see this Fact Sheet from CAP National 
Headquarters for a brief overview of the history of CAP 
and our primary missions:

More information is available on our website:

http://www.gocivilairpatrol.comhttp://www.gocivilairpatrol.com

CAP Fact SheetCAP Fact Sheet

For comments and questions, please visit:

https://seattle.cap.govhttps://seattle.cap.gov

© Maj John Haug, CAP, licensed under:

Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International LicenseCreative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License

http://www.gocivilairpatrol.com
http://www.gocivilairpatrol.com
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/members/cap-national-hq/public-affairs-about/resource-library
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/members/cap-national-hq/public-affairs-about/resource-library
https://seattle.cap.gov
https://seattle.cap.gov
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Primary CAP MissionsNew Member Introduction

Aerospace Education
• Support to schools
• Model rocketry
• Teacher orientation flights
• Aerospace science
• College credit

Aerospace Education
• Support to schools
• Model rocketry
• Teacher orientation flights
• Aerospace science
• College credit

Cadet Programs
• Leadership
• Aerospace Education
• Fitness
• Character
• Orientation Flights
• Activities

Cadet Programs
• Leadership
• Aerospace Education
• Fitness
• Character
• Orientation Flights
• Activities

Emergency Services
• Aerial Search
• Ground Search and Rescue
• Disaster Relief
• Aerial Photography

Emergency Services
• Aerial Search
• Ground Search and Rescue
• Disaster Relief
• Aerial Photography

Civil Air Patrol is charged by Congress to perform three primary missions...
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Grade (Rank), Awards and 
PromotionsNew Member Introduction

Online / in-person 
modules

Online / in-person 
modules (two parts)

Online / in-person 
modules

Online / in-person 
modules

Online / in-person 
modules

Benjamin O. Davis 
Award

Grover Loening 
Award

Paul E. Garber Award

Gill Robb Wilson 
Award

2nd Lt

1st Lt

1st Lt

Capt

Maj

Brig. Gen. Charles E. 
“Chuck” Yeager

Award

Membership Ribbon

Additional training and experience open up award and promotion opportunities...

(no ribbon)

Lt Col
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Common Uniforms Quick ReferenceNew Member Introduction

CAPR 39-1 ref.:

USAF-style

§4.1.11 (both)

Corp. Aviator Shirt

§4.2.5, §4.2.6

USAF-style ABU

§5.1.1

Corp. Field Uniform

§5.2.1

Corp. Polo

§5.2.3

USAF-style

§8.2

Corp. FDU

§8.3

Example

Shirt Long or short sleeve 

AF blue shirt

White undershirt

Long or short sleeve 

white aviator shirt

Long sleeve camouflage 

coat (shirt)

Desert tan t-shirt or 

turtleneck; desert sand, 

white or cream thermal

CAP blue field blouse

Black t-shirt

Long or short 

sleeve blue CAP 

polo

Pants AF blue pants / skirt

AF blue belt

Gray pants / skirt

Black belt

ABU camouflage

Desert tan belt

CAP blue BDU-style

Blue or black belt

Gray pants / skirt

Black belt

Footwear Polished black shoes 

or boots

Black socks

Black shoes

Black socks

Black boots

Black socks

Black boots or shoes

Black socks

Black shoes

Black socks

Black boots

Black, white, tan or 

green socks

Black boots or shoes

Black or white socks

Grade insignia Gray epaulets Gray epaulets None Plastic-encased Plastic-encased or 

embroidered

Nametag None Blue cloth Black leather

Headgear Flight cap or service 

cap

CAP baseball cap 

(optional)

ABU cap CAP blue field cap, CAP 

baseball cap or blue 

boonie hat (optional)

CAP baseball cap 

(optional)

Flight cap CAP baseball cap 

(optional)

Misc None CAP command 

patch

Flag shoulder patch

CAP shoulder patch 

CAP command 

patch

Flag shoulder patch

CAP shoulder patch 

Olive drab Nomex 

flight suit

Desert tan crew 

neck t-shirt

Blue flight suit

Black thermals 

(optional)

Flight Duty Uniforms

Ribbons, badges, devices (optional)

AF blue tie or tab required for long sleeve

Gray 3-line

Badges, insignia, patches (optional)

Working & Utility Uniforms

Embroidered nametape and CAP ID tape

Embroidered silver on dark blue (none for SM)

Service Uniform

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/members/publications/indexes-regulations-and-manuals-1700

CAPR 39-1 – CAP Uniform RegulationCAPR 39-1 – CAP Uniform Regulation

As the USAF Aux, CAP members may wear Air Force style uniforms, but there are many options for the jobs we perform...

Options for obtaining uniforms include:
• Squadron storage room Vanguard IndustriesVanguard Industries Joint Base Lewis-McChord AAFESJoint Base Lewis-McChord AAFES Surplus shops near JBLMSurplus shops near JBLM eBayeBay

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/members/publications/indexes-regulations-and-manuals-1700
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/members/publications/indexes-regulations-and-manuals-1700
https://www.vanguardmil.com/pages/civil-air-patrol-collection
https://www.vanguardmil.com/pages/civil-air-patrol-collection
https://www.shopmyexchange.com/exchange-stores/United%20States/WA/JB%20Lewis-McChord/JBLM---McChord-Field-1061504
https://www.shopmyexchange.com/exchange-stores/United%20States/WA/JB%20Lewis-McChord/JBLM---McChord-Field-1061504
https://binged.it/1oIYZJI
https://binged.it/1oIYZJI
https://www.ebay.com/
https://www.ebay.com/
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Getting StartedNew Member Introduction

Welcome to 
Civil Air Patrol!

Fingerprints
(FBI check – 

Form FD-258)

Check payable to 
Civil Air Patrol

Fill out application 
CAPF 12

(Form 12)

CAP ID number 
assigned

Create eServices 
account

https://www.capnhq.gov

Cadet Protection
(CPPT)

Equal Opportunity

Operational 
Security
(OPSEC)

Foundations 
course

Complete Level 1 
with PD Officer

• Composite Squadron organization chart
• Senior Member position descriptions

Browse 
CAPR 30-1

Browse specialty 
track pamphlets

Choose a specialty 
track with 

Commander

PD Officer assigns 
specialty track in 

eServices

General 
Emergency 

Services (GES) 
qualification

Aircrew 
Specialization

Ground Team 
Specialization

Work toward 
Technician rating

Work toward 
Mission Scanner 
or Ground Team 

Member 3

Browse 
CAPR 40-1

CAPF 12CAPF 12

Dues listingDues listing eServiceseServices

CAP Regulations & ManualsCAP Regulations & Manuals CAP PamphletsCAP Pamphlets

Introduction to 
CAP Safety

New members have initial requirements to fulfill to begin operational training...

Level 1 Training MaterialLevel 1 Training Material

WAWG activitiesWAWG activities

Check with Professional 
Development (PD) Officer

Apply for CAP driver license

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/members/publications/forms
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/members/publications/forms
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/join/membership-dues/
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/join/membership-dues/
https://www.capnhq.gov/
https://www.capnhq.gov/
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/members/publications/indexes-regulations-and-manuals-1700/
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/members/publications/indexes-regulations-and-manuals-1700/
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/members/publications/pamphlets-1702/
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/members/publications/pamphlets-1702/
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/members/ed-training/level-1-onboarding
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/members/ed-training/level-1-onboarding
https://wawg.cap.gov/activities
https://wawg.cap.gov/activities
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Organizational StructureFEMA Incident Command System

Safety
Officer

Public Information
Officer

Liaison
Officer

Incident 
Commander

Operations
Section

Planning
Section

Logistics
Section

Finance / 
Administration

Section
General Staff

Command Staff

Resources
Unit

Situation
Unit

Documentation
Unit

Demobilization
Unit

Service
Branch

Communication
Unit

Medical
Unit

Food
Unit

Supply
Unit

Facilities
Unit

Ground Support
Unit

Support
Branch

Procurement
Unit

Time
Unit

Cost
Unit

Compensation/
Claims

Unit

Branch

Division /
Group

Task Force /
Strike Team

Individual 
Resource

Deputy
Deputy
Deputy

Deputy

Director

Chief

Supervisor

Leader

Deputy
Deputy
Deputy

Deputy

Deputy
Manager

Deputy
Manager

Leader
Deputy
Boss
Deputy
Boss

Incident 
Cmdr. Deputy

Deputy
Deputy

Deputy

Unit

Task Force (mixed resources),
Strike Team (same resources)

Division (geographic),
Group (functional)

Branch (as needed)

Section

Command Staff

Officer
Deputy

Assistant
Deputy

Assistant

Refer to this reference when taking the initial 
ICS courses, such as IS-100 and IS-700

CAP conforms to FEMA’s National Incident Management System, a national standard for emergency response...
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Aircrew and Ground TeamEmergency Services Training

Cadets: 
Achievement 1

Seniors: Level I

CAPT 117 Part 1
Ground Team

Aircraft Ground 
Handling

Basic First Aid 
training

CAPT 116 Part 1

IS-100
Introduction to 

Incident Command 
System

IS-700
National Incident 

Management 
System, An Intro.

ICUT
Introductory 

Communications 

User Training

Urban Direction 
Finding Team

(UDF)

Ground Team 
Member Level 3

(GTM3)

Ground Team 
Member Level 2

(GTM2)

Ground Team 
Member Level 1

(GTM1)

Ground Team 
Leader
(GTL)

IS-200
ICS for Single Resources 

and Initial Action 
Incidents

Transport Mission 
Pilot

(TMP)

Ground Team 
roles

Aircrew roles

Mission Scanner
(MS)

Mission Observer
(MO)

Mission Pilot
(MP)

ICUT
Introductory 

Communications 

User Training

IS-200
ICS for Single Resources 

and Initial Action 
Incidents

Air Operations 
Branch Director

(AOBD)

Ground Branch 
Director

(GBD)

Seattle recommended: 
First Aid, CPR, AED

General ES 
(GES)

qualification

Age 18 req’d

175 hours PIC
TMP qualification

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/emergency-services/education-and-training

Emergency Services Training MaterialEmergency Services Training Material

Senior members may train to achieve many operational roles – in the field...

CAP Online Training and Tests (click AXIS)CAP Online Training and Tests (click AXIS)

FEMA IS CoursesFEMA IS Courses

Airborne 
Photographer

(AP)

CAPT 117 Part 2
Aircrew

Aircrew 
Professionalism

Age 18 req’d

Ground Branch 
Director

(GBD)50 hours XC, CAPF 5

200 hours PIC, CAPF 91

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/emergency-services/education-and-training
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/emergency-services/education-and-training
https://www.capnhq.gov/CAP.LMS.Web/Default.aspx
https://www.capnhq.gov/CAP.LMS.Web/Default.aspx
https://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx
https://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx


Updated 17 March 2024
Maj John Haug, Seattle Composite Squadron

UASEmergency Services Training

Cadets: 
Achievement 1

Seniors: Level I

CAPT 116 Part 1

IS-100
Introduction to 

Incident Command 
System

IS-700
National Incident 

Management 
System, An Intro.

General ES 
(GES)

qualification

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/emergency-services/education-and-training

Emergency Services Training MaterialEmergency Services Training Material

Senior members may train to achieve many operational roles – in the field...

CAP Online Training and Tests (click AXIS)CAP Online Training and Tests (click AXIS)

FEMA IS CoursesFEMA IS Courses

sUAS Technician
(UAST)

ICUT
Introductory 

Communications 

User Training

IS-200
ICS for Single Resources 

and Initial Action 
Incidents

IS-800
National Response 

Framework, An 
Introduction

IS-5
An Introduction to 

Hazardous Materials

sUAS Mission Pilot
(UASMP)

CAPT 117 Part 2
Aircrew

4 hours PIC

Age 18 req’d
7.5 hours PIC

FAA Part 107 pilot, CAPF 5U

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/emergency-services/education-and-training
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/emergency-services/education-and-training
https://www.capnhq.gov/CAP.LMS.Web/Default.aspx
https://www.capnhq.gov/CAP.LMS.Web/Default.aspx
https://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx
https://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx
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Mission BaseEmergency Services Training

CAPT 117 Part 3
Mission Base

Mission Pilot (MP)
or

Mission Observer (MO)

ICS-300
Intermediate ICS for 
Expanding Incidents

IS-800
National Response 

Framework, An 
Introduction

Flight Release 
Officer Course

(FRO)

Air Operations 
Branch Director

(AOBD)

Ground Team 
Leader
(GTL)

CAPT 117 Part 3
Mission Base

ICS-300
Intermediate ICS for 
Expanding Incidents

IS-800
National Response 

Framework, An 
Introduction

Ground Branch 
Director

(GBD)

Flight Release 
Officer Course

(FRO)

Mission Scanner
(MS)

Planning Section 
Chief

Operations 
Section Chief

ICS-400
Advanced ICS 

Command and 
General Staff – 

Complex Incidents 

Incident 
Commander
Level 1, 2, 3

IS-200
ICS for Single Resources 

and Initial Action 
Incidents

...in mission management...

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/emergency-services/education-and-training

Emergency Services Training MaterialEmergency Services Training Material

CAP Online Training and Tests (click AXIS)CAP Online Training and Tests (click AXIS)

FEMA IS CoursesFEMA IS Courses

Urban Direction 
Finding Team

(UDF)

IS-200
ICS for Single Resources 

and Initial Action 
Incidents

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/emergency-services/education-and-training
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/emergency-services/education-and-training
https://www.capnhq.gov/CAP.LMS.Web/Default.aspx
https://www.capnhq.gov/CAP.LMS.Web/Default.aspx
https://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx
https://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx
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Mission BaseEmergency Services Training

Cadets: 
Achievement 1

Seniors: Level I

CAPT 116 Part 1

IS-100
Introduction to 

Incident Command 
System

IS-700
National Incident 

Management 
System, An Intro.

ICUT
Introductory 

Communications 

User Training

CAPT 117 Part 2
Aircrew

Basic First Aid 
training

Flight Line 
Marshaller

(FLM)

Flight Line 
Supervisor

(FLS)

IS-200
ICS for Single 

Resources and Initial 
Action Incidents

CAPT 117 Part 3
Mission Base

Mission Radio 
Operator

(MRO)

Communications 
Unit Leader

(CUL)

IS-200
ICS for Single 

Resources and Initial 
Action Incidents

IS-800
National Response 

Framework, An 
Introduction

ICS-300
Intermediate ICS for 
Expanding Incidents

Logistics Section 
Chief
(LSC)

Mission Staff 
Assistant

(MSA)

IS-200
ICS for Single 

Resources and Initial 
Action Incidents

IS-800
National Response 

Framework, An 
Introduction

ICS-300
Intermediate ICS for 
Expanding Incidents

Public Information 
Officer
(PIO)

Mission Chaplain
(MCCS)

Liaison Officer
(LO)ICS-400

Advanced ICS 
Command and 
General Staff – 

Complex Incidents 

Finance/Admin 
Section Chief

(FASC)

Mission Safety 
Officer
(MSO)

Chaplain Course

Age 18 req’d

Age 21 req’d

GES qualification

...or at mission base...

ICUT
Introductory 

Communications 

User Training

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/emergency-services/education-and-training

Emergency Services Training MaterialEmergency Services Training Material

CAP Online Training and Tests (click AXIS)CAP Online Training and Tests (click AXIS)

FEMA IS CoursesFEMA IS Courses

Aircraft Ground 
Handling

Aircrew 
Professionalism

Age 18 req’d

Age 21 req’d

IS-200
ICS for Single 

Resources and Initial 
Action Incidents

CAPT 117
Parts 1, 2, 3

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/emergency-services/education-and-training
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/emergency-services/education-and-training
https://www.capnhq.gov/CAP.LMS.Web/Default.aspx
https://www.capnhq.gov/CAP.LMS.Web/Default.aspx
https://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx
https://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx
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CAPF 5 (Form 5)
CAPF 91 (Form 91)CAP Pilot & Mission Pilot Training

Glass

No

Yes

Round dial or 
glass?

Round 
dial

Have high perf 
endorsement?

Can train for:
• Transport Mission Pilot
• Cadet/ROTC O-rides
• SAR/DR Mission Pilot

Image courtesy Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron, NCR-SD-063Image courtesy Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron, NCR-SD-063

Private Pilot or 
higher certificate

G1000 transition 
course

High performance 
training

Flight prep for 
Form 5 checkride

Get CFI 
recommendation 

for checkride

Study CAPR 70-1 
and related regs/

standards

CAPF 70-5 written 
test, aircraft 

questionnaire

Form 5 checkride

(different check 
pilot than CFI)

Flight prep for 
Form 91 checkride

Form 91 checkride

(different check 
pilot than CFI)

Enter in eServices, 
Commander 

verifies

Form 91 qualified  
CAP SAR/DR 
Mission Pilot

Enter in eServices, 
Commander 

verifies

Form 5 qualified  
CAP VFR or 

Instrument Pilot

Approved in  
WMIRS

WAWG forms/supplementsWAWG forms/supplements

WMIRSWMIRS

SAR/DR Mission 
Pilot Training

Cessna POHs/PIMsCessna POHs/PIMs

CAPR 70-1 – CAP Flight ManagementCAPR 70-1 – CAP Flight Management

FAA pilots may train to become CAP pilots to support Emergency Services, Cadet Programs and Aerospace Education needs...

Aircraft Ground 
Handling,
Aircrew 

Professionalism

Approved in  
WMIRS

WMIRSWMIRS

Checkride covers FAA BFR items

See CAPS 71-1 for high perf, 
G1000, etc. requirements

https://lookoutmountain.cap.gov/
https://lookoutmountain.cap.gov/
https://members.wawg.cap.gov/resources/wing-hq-publications-and-graphics
https://members.wawg.cap.gov/resources/wing-hq-publications-and-graphics
https://www.capnhq.gov/WMIRS/Default.aspx
https://www.capnhq.gov/WMIRS/Default.aspx
https://www.esscoaircraft.com/collections/cessna-100-series
https://www.esscoaircraft.com/collections/cessna-100-series
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/members/publications/indexes-regulations-and-manuals-1700
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/members/publications/indexes-regulations-and-manuals-1700
https://www.capnhq.gov/WMIRS/Default.aspx
https://www.capnhq.gov/WMIRS/Default.aspx
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Aerial Search and RescueCAP & WSDOT

Air search in Washington State is managed by the Dept of Transportation...

Air Operations 
Branch Director

(AOBD)

Ground Branch 
Director

(GBD)

Safety Officer

Deputy IC

CAP Liaison 
Officer

Incident 
Commander

CAP Flight Release 
Officer

Operations 
Section Chief

Logistics Section 
Chief

Communications 
Unit Leader

Aircrews Ground Teams

Mission Scanner
(MS)

Mission Observer
(MO)

Mission Pilot
(MP)

WSDOT ES Worker 
General

Mission Observer
• Ground school
• Technology
• Flying

General Emergency 
Services

Mission Scanner
• Ground school
• Flying

Mission Pilot III
• Ground school
• Technology
• Flying

Aircrew survival
• Ground school
• Field weekend

Technology training
• Garmin 695
• Garmin G1000

High bird operations
• Ground school

Helicopter ops
• Ground school 

and flight ops

• ES training
• Cadet O-flights
• Photo recon
• Counterdrug
• etc. Transport Mission 

Pilot
(TMP)

200 hours PIC, CAPF 91

200 hours TT

Orientation Course
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